
 
 

Opera: Where to Start 

Even if you’ve never been to an opera before there’s a good chance you’ve already heard some - the duet 

from the Pearl Fishers features in the Kiwi Rail ad, Nessun dorma was made famous by Pavarotti during the 

1990 Fifa World Cup, the Letter Duet was used in a key scene in The Shawshank Redemption, and La Forza 

del destino was featured in a series of Stella Artois adverts from the 1990s.  

With such a huge range of operatic styles, it’s worth listening to the music of a few different composers if you 

are new to opera. We’ve listed a few below in no particular order and included an excerpt from one of their 

most well-known works. This is only a tiny selection of all the opera that is out there so have a look online or at 

your local library and you will discover a lot more.  You may be amazed at what you might discover! 

 

Puccini 

  
 

 

Mozart 

 
 

 

 

the%20duet%20from%20the%20Pearl%20Fisher's
the%20duet%20from%20the%20Pearl%20Fisher's
https://youtu.be/suj-2sbSFKs
https://youtu.be/azWVPWGUE1M
https://youtu.be/t81egqFIAmk
https://youtu.be/t81egqFIAmk
https://youtu.be/Dj0HO1Wzzx8
https://youtu.be/5BAqilApGIQ?t=53s
https://youtu.be/dpVV9jShEzU
https://youtu.be/UbIzl-F-jEY


 

Verdi 

  
 

 

Janáček 

 
 
 

Rossini   

  

 

 

Wagner  

   
 

https://youtu.be/SK-NUuTCras?list=PLFEuShFvJzBx5UWXkGBPknC0fn86zEyz0
https://youtu.be/7FxV09JINoQ
https://youtu.be/pGppA2_rZvM
https://youtu.be/FDx1Bw3QhZs
https://youtu.be/FPcrqkViZKw
https://youtu.be/RQufqZ2w2B4


 

Bizet 

 
 

 

Donizetti 

 
 

 

Tchaikovsky 

 

Purcell 

 
 

 

 

Richard Strauss 

 

Benjamin Britten 

 

https://youtu.be/K2snTkaD64U
https://youtu.be/LQyxTCdomiU
https://youtu.be/7tlUfc47LKk
https://youtu.be/PeB4cpRq16M
https://youtu.be/AbVoQ2KitRQ
https://youtu.be/xaYqQx535eU


Dvořák 

 
 

Delibes 

 

 

https://youtu.be/YXHbSBwOXiI
https://youtu.be/M9NK-EbUAao?t=1m16s

